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Calendar of Events
UCAS Visit Day
Date: Wednesday 10 January
Time: 12pm-5pm
Location: Chemistry Department

Lab Experience Day 
Date: Thursday 11 January
Time: 9.30am-1.30pm
Location: Teaching Labs

Departmental Teaching Committe
Meeting 
Date: Wednesday 17 January
Time: 2pm-4pm

AP de Silva Mini Symposium
Speaker: Prof Almira de Silva, Queens
University Belfast and other speakers.
Date: Wednesday 24 January
Time: 1pm-2pm
Location: C/A/122

UCAS Visit Day
Date: Wednesday 24 January
Time: 12pm-5pm
Location: Chemistry Nulceus

Research Seminar
Speaker: Prof Johannes Teichert, TU
Chemnitz
Date: Thursday 25 January
Time: 1pm-2pm
Location: C/A/122
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Chemistry academic awarded international prize
Professor Duncan Bruce has been awarded an International Cooperation Prize of the
Petrochemical Foundation of China in recognition of his collaborative work with Professor Yafei
Wang of the School of Materials Science and Engineering at Changzhou University in China.

Professor Bruce and Professor Wang have collaborated for ten years since Professor Wang was a
Marie Curie Fellow in the group of Dr Etienne Baranoff in Birmingham. Professor Wang is an expert
in emissive materials and in the fabrication of organic light emitting diodes (OLEDs) and, like
Professor Bruce, was interested in how liquid crystal emitters might be used in these devices. Their
partnership continued after Wang's return to China and together they have published some eleven
papers and a review over the last seven years, taking advantage of their complementary expertise
around their shared interest.

The collaboration has also involved University of York academics, postgraduate researchers and
postdoctoral fellows, from across the department working on the research. Notably, Professor
Jason Lynam with whom they worked on the design of some of the gold emitters; former PhD
student Dr Rachel Parker who spent two weeks in Professor Wang's laboratory fabricating OLED
devices that used the gold complexes, and Dr Stephen Cowling who conducted the hands-on
experimental work using polarising microscopy and small-angle X-ray scattering.

Their joint programme has been supported by the National Natural Sciences Foundation of China
and the UK Royal Society, which has facilitated visits in both directions as well as Parker's stay in
Changzhou.

Professor Bruce said “It is a real honour to have received this award, which recognises the very
productive collaboration that Professor Wang and I enjoy.”
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Pictured Professor  Wang and Professor  Bruce
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Dr Paul McGonigal has been awarded a prestigious European Research Council (ERC) Consolidator
Grant to continue his pioneering research.

The ERC, set up by the European Union in 2007, is the premier European funding organisation for
excellent frontier research. It funds creative researchers of any nationality and age, to run projects
based across Europe. The European Research Council (ERC) Consolidator Grants are highly
competitive 5-year awards designed to support researchers at the career stage where they may still
be consolidating their own independent research team or programme. Principal Investigators must
demonstrate the ground-breaking nature, ambition and feasibility of their scientific proposal.

Head of Department Professor Caroline Dessent said “Congratulations are due to Paul for winning an
ERC Consolidator grant! This is a testimony to Paul's growing international reputation as a research
leader. These grants are extremely prestigious and competitive, and are given to support high-risk,
ground-breaking research. York Chemistry researchers have been extremely successful at winning
these grants, so Paul joins a growing group of York Chemistry ERC grantees.”

Read more about the ERC Consolidator Grants

York chemist awarded European Research Council
Consolidator Grant

Congratulations to Prof Lucy Carpenter on being awarded the
2024 Vilhelm Bjerknes Medal of the European Geosciences
Union (EGU). This prestigious international award is given by
the EGU for distinguished research in atmospheric sciences, and
is a testament to Lucy's outstanding research achievements and
international reputation. 

You can read more about the award here: Geosciences Union
Award
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Dr Paul McGonigal is an expert in synthetic
organic and physical organic chemistry. The
Consolidator Grant will enable him to progress
the FIELD ERC Consolidator project which will
develop the synthesis, analysis, and
applications of rigid small molecules that
rapidly flit between their mirror-image
structures, undergoing fluxionality-induced
enantiomerisation. 

The project will look to address one of the
most urgent challenges in chemistry: the
control of stereochemistry and chirality.

York Atmospheric Chemist Wins European
Geosciences Union Award
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Tribute paid to Professor Paul Clarke

It is with great sadness that the University of York must announce the passing of Professor Paul
Clarke, Department of Chemistry, on Wednesday 22nd November, 2023.

After an extended period of illness, Paul passed away in the comfort of his own home, surrounded
by friends, family and his husband Szczepan.

Caroline Dessent, Head of Department of Chemistry at the University of York said: “We were terribly
saddened to hear of Paul’s death. Paul was a talented synthetic chemist, who was deeply respected
for his independence of thought, and his honest and enthusiastic support of the students and
academics whom he worked with. He will be very sorely missed by his friends and colleagues at York
and across the wider Chemistry community.”

A tribute and donation website has been set up in memory of Paul. It includes tributes to Paul and
many photos to illustrate his life and extensive travels:

https://professorpaulclarke.muchloved.com/

The site is fundraising for Cancer Research UK, in particular to raise funds to support the
development of new treatments for glioblastoma.
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Paul was a great chemist and an energetic, engaging
colleague. He was well-known for high-quality
research in organic chemistry, ranging from natural
product synthesis with a focus on oxygen-containing
heterocycles, through to studies of potentially
prebiotic reaction processes.

Paul made many contributions to the Department of
Chemistry, including enhancing graduate school
training programmes, developing experiments for
our teaching labs, and hosting visiting speakers,
always with panache and a twinkle in his eye. He
genuinely cared for his research students, as the
many researchers trained by him over the course of
his 20-year academic career would attest.

Paul first arrived in the Department of Chemistry in
2006, having previously been an academic at
University of Nottingham. He was Chair of the
Society for Chemical Industry (SCI) Yorkshire and
Humber Regional Committee. He will be sorely
missed by many both in and beyond the Department.

https://professorpaulclarke.muchloved.com/


Black History Month
The departments of Chemistry and Psychology and the School of Physics, Engineering and
Technology came together to organise a joint event for Black History Month on the 10th of October.
This year’s theme was ‘Saluting Our Sisters’ and our event was centred around increasing female
students’ sense of belonging: the importance of role models. Dr Kelechi Uleanya represented the
Department of Chemistry at the event.

The event showcased historical and modern Black female role models that not only contributed to
their respective scientific fields but also had lasting impact beyond their research. These role
models included Dr Mamie Clarke (1917-1983) who was an American psychologist whose Ph.D.
explored the impact of racism on child development whilst working in a field that was dominated by
white supremacy theories at the time. Mary Jackson was an American Mathematician and
aerospace engineer who in 1968 was the first African-American female to work at NASA and worked
hard to help improve the hiring and promotion of female mathematicians, engineers and scientists.
Our historical and modern chemists including Alice Ball, Alma Levant Hayden, Laura M. K. Dassama
and Karen Akinsanya, all who have had an impact in the areas of medicinal chemistry.

The event then finished with a panel made up of our current change makers lead by Kai Tsao. The
panellists talked and shared about their experiences of roles models, and lack there-of, and
challenges they have faced and continue to face in their educational journey. There are some strong
themes around role models, cloaking and imposter syndrome, that came out of the panel discussion
that are informing future actions for EDI and decolonisation and diversification initiatives which
include the expansion of BAME Chill Corner and Intercultural Committee which were pioneered in
the Psychology Department.
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Yvie Holder visits Chemistry
On Tuesday 24th October Yvie Holder
visited the Department to talk to staff and
students about her experiences at the
University and in her life and to read
some of her poetry. 

Yvie was the first Equal Opportunities
Advisor at the University of York
(appointed 1998) and she was the
founding chair of the Staff Race Equality
Forum, which launched in 2007. Her talk
gave a very personal and moving
account of her own lived experiences and
of some high, and low, points in the
University’s equality journey. 

It was great to see an excellent turnout
from the Department and wider
University.

DecolonisING the University: learning from grassroots
The E&D office, YARC (York Anti-Racist Collective) and SREF (Staff Race Equality Forum) hosted an
event on Tuesday 7th November that focused on the actions and practices that we can take to
disrupt structural inequalities in the ways we organise. 

YARC is a grassroot organisation that presented the ways that they support their communities and
ways we can learn from their approaches to decolonisation and re-indigenisation efforts which also
included their 3-step framework for noticing the past, asking the impact on the present and what
change we can apply in the future.

There was also a panel discussion from staff and students about their experiences and efforts in the
area. The entire event can be viewed on YouTube. Padlet from the event.

https://yarc.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PMYG-n-Wnb8
https://padlet.com/evangelinetsao/decolonising-the-university-share-your-%20thoughts-practices-7jy6x587u4w2khja


The Yorkshire Consortium for Equity in Doctoral Education (YCEDE) is a collaboration between
universities, research institutions and doctoral training programs that aims to improve the equity at
the doctoral level for students from Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic backgrounds. Zayd Rawat is a
3rd year undergraduate student in the Department of Chemistry who was funded by YCEDE to
complete a summer internship working with Dr Sam Furfari on a project to decolonise and diversify
the practical chemistry course. During his internship, Zayd researched potential areas to focus on for
our undergraduate chemistry practicals that would highlights the contribution of a Black, Asian or
Ethnic Minority scientist. 

One of the experiments that Zayd developed was a practical that extracted curcumin from Turmeric,
using a Soxhlet extraction method. Curcumin, the key compound in turmeric, is a bioactive
compound renowned for its medicinal properties. This practical highlights the work of Prafulla
Chandra Ray who studied Ayurveda medicine which is an ancient healing system originating in India
which focuses on achieving balance through personal approaches using diet, herbal remedies,
meditation and more. One key ingredient grown in India is Turmeric, a golden-hued spice sourced
from the roots of the Curcuma longa plant. Curcumins rich history of healing properties has been
passed down over millennia for its anti-inflammatory, antioxidant, and potentially therapeutic
effects. 

On Wednesday 29th November, Zayd was selected to present his work at a YCEDE event to celebrate
the success of the summer interns.  A panel then awarded Zayd "Intern of the Year” for his positive
contributions to our department and our ongoing efforts to make the curriculum more inclusive for
all students.
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Chemistry Undergraduate Student Wins YCEDE’s
Intern of the Year

https://ycede.ac.uk/


Professor James Clark and Dr. Roxana Milescu were participants at the international 5 th IWA
Resource Recovery Conference in Shenzen, China, in November. James gave a Plenary entitled
“Getting Molecular Value from Waste” and Roxana contributed to the conference with a very popular
poster presentation entitled “Antifouling and Antibacterial Water Filtration Carbon Nanotubes
Membranes Fabricated Using the Bio-based Polar Aprotic Solvent Cyrene”. In this showcase of her
latest research, she demonstrated innovative approaches to sustainable filtration membranes. The
event, attended by over 700 delegates, drew an additional 15,000 online viewers.

Beyond the conference, James and Roxana visited Fudan University, a prestigious institution in China.
Roxana delivered an invited lecture on “Cyrene, a Sustainable Solvent for Applied Chemistry” drawing
an impressive audience of 2500 students who joined the session online.

This collaborative engagement marked the initiation of a partnerships between CRCI and Fudan
University including an agreement to translate the Green Kid comic (Issue 1 described the green
solvent Cyrene discovered in York) into Mandarin.
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Circa Renewable Chemistry Institute in China

Save the Date: Renewable Chemistry Event
Wednesday 27 March 
The Circa Renewable Chemistry Institute invites you to a one-day event on Renewable Chemistry, on
Wednesday 27 March, 2024, at Kings Manor in York. Proudly sponsored by Frontiers, with James
Clark serving as Specialty Chief Editor, the event promises to be a compelling exploration of
advancements in renewable chemistry. Professor Shicheng Zhang, the Deputy Dean of the
Department of Environmental Science & Engineering at the
 world-leading Fudan University, will be speaking at the event 
We invite you to join us for a day of enlightening discussions 
and valuable networking opportunities.
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Congratulations to Mohamed Ahmed who is a Chevening Scholar studying an MSc Green Chemistry
and Sustainable Industrial Technology. Mohammed joins us from Egypt with support from BP. Of
more than 71,000 applicants around the world from 160 different countries, only 1,364 Chevening
scholars from 140 countries around the world were accepted. On Saturday 11th November, he
attended the 40th anniversary Chevening orientation programme held at Excel London. 

Mohammed says “ I am happy to be part of this large family that includes more than 44,000
graduates over the past 39 years. I am extremely proud to be one of the future leaders selected for
this great scholarship.” 

Christmas Chemistry in Romania
Researchers  f rom Terry  Di l lon’s  group are v is i t ing  the Romanian c i ty  of  Ias i  for  a  two week
sc ient i f ic  v is i t  in  December.  The team,  compris ing Ruth Winkless  (WACL) ,  James Metcal f  (GCCE)
and Terry  are  studying the atmospher ic  degradat ion chemistry  of  new “green” solvents ,  some
of  which were synthes ised by James.  Our  hosts  at  "Alexandru Ioan Cuza"  Univers i ty  provided a
very  warm welcome,  the accommodat ion is  “better  than home” and the food an absolute
revelat ion.  Sc ient i f ic  fac i l i t ies  are  excel lent ,  and largely  complement  techniques avai lable  in
WACL.  Most  useful  i s  the 760 l i t re  quartz  photochemical  reactor  ESC-Q-UAIC (p ictured) ,
coupled to  UV photolys is  and a  0.5  km mult ipass  FTIR for  monitor ing solvents  in  the gas  phase.
So far ,  progress  has  been good.

Green Chemistry Chevening Scholar

https://www.york.ac.uk/chemistry/research/wacl/wacl-phd-students/ruth-winkless/


It’s been another busy year in Chemistry - here are some of the highlights! 
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2023: Chemistry in Pictures 


